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lost. In his speech in the Chamber on the day following the
Sarzana affair, therefore, he held out the olive branch, and
on July 23 he expounded his future policy to the disconcerted
socialists :
c Sooner or later I believe it will be necessary to form a
grand new coalition of the three really " efficient " forces
in the life of the nation. First socialism, which is already
beginning to change its form, as is shown by the vote of
the General Confederation of Labour against the com-
munists and by its new attitude to strikes in the public
services ; then the Popolari, whose strength is great, and
is derived—with what advantage to religion I do not
know—from the immense force of Catholicism ; finally it
is impossible to deny the existence of a complex, for-
midable and essentially idealistic movement, which
includes the best part of the youth of Italy. To these
three forces, united round a programme which will be
their common denominator, will be entrusted to-morrow
the task of leading the country to a higher destiny.'
This speech was no empty gesture on Mussolini's part.
For several weeks his actions had been ruled by a feeling
that fascism was losing its grip on the country, and that he
personally was losing his grip on fascism. There was a risk
of his perishing with it, and he wanted to escape, if necessary
even at the expense of the movement. c If I achieve power,3
he confided to the liberal leaders,1 whose support he wished
to gain, c I shall turn the machine-guns on the fascists, if
they do not learn wisdom.' In any case he wanted to prevent
the formation of an anti-fascist government supported or
shared in by the socialists. He had everything to gain by
a truce, both for what it made possible and for what it
could prevent. Hence his willingness to treat.
After his July 23 speech he intensified the campaign in
his newspaper in favour of his plans. His chief aim was to
reassure that section of the bourgeoisie who were alarmed at
the prospect of socialists sharing in. the government. There
1 Including Nitti, with whom he was negotiating over the formation of a
coalition government.

